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Question No. 23 to 25

Helen Keller, admired for her work on behalf of people with disabilities, visited Japan three times.

She was unable to see or hear, but she was impressed with the kindness of the Japanese people and
developed an appreciation of Japan and its culture.

She first came to Japan in 1937, when she was invited by the Japanese government to make a
lecture tour throughout the country. While she was here, she was moved by the story about the
faithful Akita dog, Hachiko, and wondered if she could have such a dog. Ichiro Ogasawara, a police
officer in Akita City, kindly gave her one of his own puppies. She named this dog Kami.

She took Kami home with her, which made Kami the first Akita dog to go to the United States. In
aletter to a friend, she called Kami an "angel in fur" and said that he was especially gentle and
devoted. She loved this dog so much that she asked for another Akita dog, which was sent to her in
1939. This dog was Kami's brother, and she called him Go-Go. Helen Keller's dogs received a lot of

attention in the United States, which helped to introduce Akita dogs as popular pets for Americans.
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